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I t  may n ot  seem l ike a  l ong journey fr om slave t o ser -

van t ,  but  in  the case of St .  Pat r ick i t  t ook a  l i fet ime.  

Though  born  a  fr ee man ,  he was made a  slave;  h e be-

came fr ee again  and then  chose t o become a  ser van t  

of God and man .   

 

WWWHOHOHO   WASWASWAS   SSSTTT.  P.  P.  PATRICKATRICKATRICK???   

The h istor ical  r ecord about  Patr ick i s sket ch y;  most  

l ikely he was born  somet ime around AD 389,  in  Ro-

man  Br i ta in , perhaps in  presen t-day Wales.  He was 

the son  of a  Chr ist ian  deacon  and grandson  of a  

pr iest ,  in  an  era  when  pr iests wer e fr ee t o mar r y.  He 

was captur ed a t  age 16 by r a ider s and car r ied to Ir e-

land,  where he was a  slave,  wor king as a  shepherd for  

six year s.  

 

Dur ing the isola t ed year s a s a  sheph erd,  Patr ick ap-

paren t l y became ver y fi rm in  h is Chr ist ian  fa i th . He 

managed t o escape slaver y and wen t  to France.  For  

most  escapees,  the idea  of volun tar i ly r et urn ing to the 

place of thei r  former  enslavemen t  would be laugh-

abl e,  but  here the st or y gets in terest ing.  Patr ick was 

given  a  dream in  wh ich ,  he bel ieved,  God t old h im to 

r eturn  to Ir eland and spread the Gospel  t o the heathen  

Ir ish .  Patr ick sa id “yes.”   
   

RRRETURNETURNETURN   TOTOTO I I IRELANDRELANDRELAND   

In  AD 432 Patr ick landed again  on  Ir ish  soi l ,  th is 

t ime t o br ing to the Ir ish  a  un ique form of Chr ist ian -

i t y n ow refer r ed t o a s “Cel t ic Chr ist ian i ty.”  Tak ing 

in to accoun t  that  a ll  of European  Chr istendom a t  th is 

t ime fol l owed the Church  of Rome,  th is ver si on  of 

Chr ist ian i ty was di ffer en t .  Viewing Patr ick as a  

model  missi onar y,  you could say that  he was on e of 

the fi r st  t o pract i ce the kind of “a l ongside”  mi ss ion  

wor k that  today is considered most  effect i ve—he 

l ived “alongside”  h is newly-conver t ed fr iends,  

bui lding a  Chr ist ian church  that  was independen t  

of th e Church  of Rome,  wi th  i t s author i tar ian  

st ructur e,  in  wh ich  God could speak di r ect l y t o 

peopl e wi th  no in termediar y.   

 

CCCELTICELTICELTIC C C CHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITY   

In  many wa ys,  the Cel t i c church  is a  model  for  

today’ s ecumen ical l y-minded churches,  wh ich  do 

not  r el y on  an y one church  t r adi t ion  or  st ructure ,  

but  in stead depend on  a  fr esh  indwel l ing of the 

Holy Spir i t  to shape the organ izat ional  forms 

best  sui ted t o the l ocal  group of bel i ever s.   

 

One of Patr ick’ s st r engths was h is abi l i t y t o take 

peopl e “wher e they wer e”  and br ing them to 

Chr ist .  At  that t ime the pagan  r el igion  of the 

Druids was in fl uen t ia l  in  Ir eland.  By appr oach ing 

the Druid ch iefta ins wi th  r espect ,  r a ther  than  

condemnat ion ,  Patr ick was abl e t o model  a  Chr is-

t ian i ty that  was a t t r act i ve t o the ch iefta ins;  sev-

era l  of them conver ted t o h is new rel igi on ,  

great l y a i ding h is missi onar y a ct i vi t i es.  To p.  2  

SSSTTT.  P.  P.  PATRICKATRICKATRICK:  :  :  FROMFROMFROM S S SLAVELAVELAVE   TOTOTO S S SERVANTERVANTERVANT   
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“Patrick surely knew that being a servant brings 

with it great joy and satisfaction.” 



continuous conversion  
St .  Patrick:  from slave to  servant  
   

CCCELTICELTICELTIC C C CHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITYHRISTIANITY   From p. 1   

You could sa y that  Patr ick t ook in to a ccoun t  the  

long-held bel i efs and customs of th e Ir ish  (wh ich  he 

knew in t imately fr om h is six year s of l i ving as a  

slave in  Ir eland) and presen ted the Gospel  in  a  way 

that  these peopl e could under stand,  wi th out  judg ing 

them.  Rather  than  cr i t iciz ing thei r  cul ture and of-

fending the peopl e,  he offered t o add t o thei r  l ives 

someth ing good— a l oving God Who cares about  

thei r  l ives and wan ts t o know them.     

 

“L“L“LIVINGIVINGIVING A A ALONGSIDELONGSIDELONGSIDE”””   

Patr ick devot ed h is l i fe t o the bui lding of the Chr is-

t ian  church ,  focusing on  the Ir ish .  His l i st  of a c-

complishmen ts i s impressi ve:   

•  He must  have been  a  kind and helpful  man ,  a  

bui lder  of consensus,  as he i s cr edi t ed wi th  an  

ast on ish ing arr ay of a ccomplishmen ts in  the 

Cel t i c church .   

•  He i s sa i d (pr obably h yper bol i cal l y)  t o have 

dr iven  a l l  the snakes and frogs out  of  Ir eland;  

he healed the bl ind and r a ised n ine per son s from 

death .   

•  He was sa id t o have conver ted a l l  the Ir ish  

ch iefta ins and bards ( i t ineran t  stor y-t el l er s) ,  

founding 700 church es and ordain ing 3000 

pr iest s ( these fi gures migh t  a lso be inaccurate) .  

 

TTTHEHEHE I I IRISHRISHRISH C C CELTICELTICELTIC   CHURCHCHURCHCHURCH   EXCELSEXCELSEXCELS   

Although  some of Patr ick ' s a ccomplishmen ts may 

be mor e legend than  truth , i t  i s cer ta in ly t rue that  

he helped establ i sh  a  Cel t i c Chr ist ian  church  in  Ire-

land that  excel l ed in  Chr ist ian  piet y,  and serves as 

on e example of the monast i c t r adi t ion .  At  home the 

Ir ish  establ ish ed monast er ies,  not  t o wi thdraw from 

soci et y,  but  t o serve as educat i onal  and socia l  cen-

ter s for  the sur rounding coun tr yside.  The monas ter -

ies became cen ter s of ci vi l iza t i on  in  a  rura l  soci et y.  

 

The monast er ies a lso funct i on ed as seminar ies,  

equipping the Ir ish  missi onar ies that  t r avel ed 

across the sea  t o Eur ope,   taking the Gospel  t o the 

pagan  peopl es in  modern  Germany,  Czech  Republ ic,  

France and England.  These missi onar ies organ ized 

in  groups of twelve,  t r avel ing and proselyt iz ing for  

Chr ist ,  spreading the good news a s far  as they could 

go.   

 

SSSLAVELAVELAVE   TOTOTO   SERVANTSERVANTSERVANT   

Patr ick ' s l i fe i s r emarkabl y ful l  of exci t emen t  and 

r esolve.  Taken  fr om freedom as a  t eenager ,  for ced 

in to a  sol i tar y and rugged l i fe as a  shepherd,  fin d-

ing fr eedom and then  giving i t  up—Patr ick surel y 

knew that  being a  servan t  br ings wi th  i t  great  joy 

and sa t is fa ct i on .  He became a  ser van t  of the Ir ish  

peopl e,  those who had enslaved h im,  so that  they 

could know the l ove and peace of Chr ist .   

 

In  h is servi ce t o God and man ,  Patr ick not  on ly 

found per sonal  ful fi l lmen t  but  a lso br ough t  peop le 

fr om many nat ions t o Chr ist :  not  ju st  the Ir ish ,  but  

a lso German ,  Czech ,  and French  Chr ist ian organiza-

t ions and order s owe th ei r  exist en ce t o Patr ick ’s  

missi onar y wor k.  Patr ick was obedi en t  to h is dream 

in  wh ich  God t old h im to give up h is fr eedom and 

become a  servan t .  He was a  t rue servan t  leader .  

 

To  learn  more  abou t  the  sign i f icance  o f  S t .  Pa trick  and  h is min istry  to  

I re land ,  I  recommend  The  Early  Cel t ic  Church:  S t .  Pa trick ,  S t .  Brendan  

and  You  by  Dr.  B i l l  Higg ins (195 l ,  Grey  Pi lgrim Publ ica t ions,  Lookout  

Moun ta in ,  GA) ,  from wh ich  some o f  th is  in formation  is  taken . 
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